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W R I T I N G   b o d y       rewrite exercise  

Either before or after you watch the rewrite movie, have a go at finishing these 

3 body paragraphs for the essay below with structural sentences  
 

Should there be a law to protect privacy in the UK? 

Discuss and refer to a case study. 
 

Introduction 

The media in the UK is notorious for its scrutiny, some would say harassment, of public 

figures in pursuit of a good story. One only needs to think of the case of Princess Diana 
to understand this, and until now, there has been no privacy law to protect such people, 

or indeed any private individual, from press intrusion. However, with the recent 

incorporation of the Human Rights Act into English law with Article 8 clearly stating a 
right to privacy, there is a feeling that this is changing. This essay will argue that though 

on the surface, a privacy law is appealing, it is in fact a deeply flawed concept. Not only 

is it difficult to define key terms essential to making a law workable, but also it would 

clash with, and perhaps even damage, the whole concept of freedom of speech. To prove 
this, the essay will end with a case study, the Douglas v. Hello! magazine court case. 

 

Body paragraph 1 
 Add a topic sentence 

 Add a concluding sentence 

For most people, it means the right to control access to information about their personal 
lives by other people.  However, in law, this becomes very difficult to define, and for this 

reason, there was no law protecting privacy in England until it incorporated the 1998 

Human Rights Act.  Article 8 of this established the right to respect for one’s private and 
family life, his home and correspondence (EUlegal, 2002).  Under this, there have been 

numerous cases of both private individuals and celebrities taking newspapers to court for 

attacking their privacy, but still no clear principles have been established. 
 

Body paragraph 2 

 Add a topic sentence 
Firstly, it would allow those in power, for example in government and business to hide 

activities that the public should know about.  For example, if there were a simple law 

protecting an individual’s privacy, then the recent expenses scandal of British MPs would 

not have been uncovered, and many argue that it was important for citizens to know 
how their representatives spent their time and money.  In brief, sometimes national 

interest is more important than a right to privacy.  Secondly, many argue that any 

privacy law would only protect celebrities as going to court is such an expensive 
business, so ordinary citizens would be unlikely to benefit. 
 

Body paragraph 3 
 Add a linking/topic sentence 

 Add a concluding sentence 

The Press Complaints Commission (the PCC), a self-regulating body set up and run by 
newspaper editors, has a code of practice that specifically deals with privacy, stating, 

‘Everyone is entitled to respect for his or her private life, home, health and 

correspondence.  A publication will be expected to justify intrusions into any individual’s 

private life without consent’ (Montgomery, 2002).  The general public far prefer to use 
the PCC, probably because it is free, less risky and consequently less traumatic than 

going to court.  
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Answers 

 

Body paragraph 1  

 Possible topic sentences 
1. First, it is useful to establish what privacy actually is. 

2. Before deciding if privacy should be protected, we need to define what it is. 

3. One problem is the precise meaning of privacy. 
 

 Possible concluding sentences 

1. This lack of clarity over the meaning of privacy makes any law difficult to enforce. 
2. Therefore a law already exists to protect privacy, so the question is not whether 

we need more laws, but how to make the existing ones work. 

 

Body paragraph 2 
 Possible topic sentences 

1. Next is the issue of the unwanted consequences of a privacy law. 

2. Two problems could arise with privacy legislation. 
3. Even if we could agree on a definition of privacy, some think that there should not 

be a new law to protect it anyway. 

  

Body paragraph 3 
 Possible linking/topic sentences 

1. In fact, the general public does not need to go to court, as there is already an 

organisation to help. 
2. Given these legal costs, perhaps there is another way for individuals to protect 

themselves. 

 Possible concluding sentences 
1. Therefore, new laws are unnecessary. 

2. Because of this, and also because of the previously mentioned concerns, a new 

law would not be useful or wise. 

 
 


