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Simple


The course starts in July.  It will offer modules in writing, speaking and listening.  These are needed to improve communication skills.  In addition, there will be a module on administration.  This will be assessed throughout the course.  Students will also take two exams.  Tutors will be responsible for developing content.  They are highly experienced. 





More complex


Starting in July, the course will offer modules in writing, speaking and listening which are needed to improve communication skills.  In addition, there will be a module on administration, assessed throughout the course, and students will also take two exams.  Tutors, who are highly experienced, will be responsible for developing content.  


	








Don’t be too simple!





Write in sentences





	     		 	   subject   +  verb       (+ other words)


		  		The student    passed. 


		 		The student    passed    his first year exams.


		         Learning a language 	 takes      a great deal of time.


Over the summer,                the college    will close  for almost 3 months.		 





Don’t write in fragments





The student wrote a good essay.  Which was given an ‘A’ grade.  X


The student wrote a good essay which was given an ‘A’ grade.    (





She will study various subjects.  For example, maths, physics and biology. X


She will study various subjects, for example, maths, physics and biology.  (





Teachers have one key role.  Always encourage students. X


Teachers have one key role.  They should always encourage students. (


Teachers have one key role, namely, always encouraging students. (








Different lengths


Student loans could be a problem.  Arguably, they encourage debt and damage universities.  Students, who will potentially borrow up to £9000 a year, might lose the habit of saving, while universities might only offer commercial degrees, focusing on revenue rather than education. 


Different types


Simple        = 1 subject  + 1 main verb


		  The student    wrote    a good essay.





Compound = 2 simple sentences, joined by and/but/because/so/or


	            The student wrote a good essay but it was not the best one.





Complex     =  simple/compound sentences, plus dependent part/s


	            The student wrote a good essay, which received high marks.


		  The student, although tired, wrote a good essay.


                      Working through the night, the student wrote a good essay.


		  


                





Vary sentences





Use who/which etc





I applied to my local college.  It specialised in media.   


I applied to my local college, which specialised in media.                 


 


I passed my exams.  I applied to my local college.  


Passing my exams, I applied to my local college.             


  


I applied to my local college.  It had been awarded an ‘A’ rating last year.


I applied to my local college, awarded an ‘A’ rating last year.





The college had an ‘A’ rating but exam grades were low.    


The college had an ‘A’ rating despite (having) low exam grades.     





to  if/unless  that  as soon as  while/whereas  since  though    etc








Use participles 


-ing/-ed 





Use joining words
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